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Printing Long Descriptions  
 

Overview Many MAXIMO columns have long descriptions. This section reviews how 
long description text must be accessed and printed in an SQR report. 

 
Join Long description data is kept in the LONGDESCRIPTION table. To print a 

long description, you have to join the LONGDESCRIPTION table with the 
WORKORDER table by the LDKEY field. In SQR, you can call a procedure 
to read and print the long description text, as long as you pass the Long 
Description Key [LDKEY] to the new procedure. 

 
The Structure of 
the LD Table 

Here is a snapshot of a part of the LONGDESCRIPTION table: 

 

 
Joining to the 
LD Table--
Pseudocode 

The information you are interested is in the LDTEXT column. In order to find 
the correct long description for your work order, you have to select the  
LDTEXT from the LONGDESCRIPTION table where the 
LDOWNERTABLE = ‘WORKORDER’ and the LDOWNERCOL= 
‘DESCRIPTION’ and the LDKEY = the <ldkey> of your work order. 

 

continued on next page 
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Printing Long Descriptions continued 

 

Procedure 
Summary 

The following paragraphs describe the procedure for selecting and printing a 
long description: 

 

Step Code 
Select the LDKEY from the primary 
table. SQR automatically assigns a 
column variable name to it as &ldkey 

Begin-select 
. 
ldkey 

Move the &variable to a 
$variable in order to use it as an 
argument for a procedure. You can only 
pass $variables and #variables 
to a procedure, not &variables 

Begin-select 
. 
ldkey 
 Move &ldkey to $ldkey 

Test if the $ldkey is not null and if so, 
call a procedure and pass the 
$variable to the procedure. 

Begin-select 
…. 
ldkey 
  Move &ldkey to $ldkey 
   If $ldkey != ‘ ‘ ! Test to 
make sure it is not null  
   Do Longdesc ($ldkey) !Call 
longdesc procedure 
   End if 
 

Build the procedure to select and print 
the long description 

begin-procedure 
longdesc($ldkey ) 
begin-select 
ldtext 
 PRINT &ldtext (+2,{Col3}) 
 from longdescription 
 where ldkey = $ldkey 
 and ldownertable = 
'WORKORDER' 
 and ldownercol = 
'DESCRIPTION' 
END-SELECT 
 

 

continued on next page 
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Printing Long Descriptions continued 

 

Procedure This exercise will walk you through the procedure to select and print the work 
order long description for the WOCOST report. 

Step Action 
1 In WOCOST.SQR, add the column ldkey to the select statement of 

the first procedure. 
supervisor 
    let $stat_supv = &status || '/' || 
&supervisor 
 print $stat_supv            (,{col7}) 
ldkey 
 from workorder 

2 Move the variable &ldkey to $ldkey 
    Move &ldkey to $ldkey 

 

3 Call a new procedure named Longdesc if the value of $ldkey is 
not null. Use two single quotes for null. 
Then pass the $ldkey variable to the new procedure. 
 ldkey 
    Move &ldkey to $ldkey 
    If $ldkey != ' ' 
  Do Longdesc ($ldkey) 
 End-if 

 4 Build the longdesc procedure to select and print the long 
description text in Column 3: 
begin-procedure longdesc($ldkey ) 
 begin-select 
ldtext 
 print &ldtext (+2,{Col3})  
 from longdescription 
 where ldkey = $ldkey 
 and ldownertable = 'WORKORDER' 
 and ldownercol = 'DESCRIPTION' 
 end-select 
end-procedure 

continued on next page 
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Printing Long Descriptions continued 

 

Procedure continued 
 

Step Action 
 4 

Note the where statement: It selects the ldtext from 
LONGDESCRIPTION where the ldkey matches, and the 
LDOWNERTABLE = ‘WORKORDER’ and the 
LDOWNERCOL = ‘DESCRIPTION’ 

 
 

 

In most cases you should only have to provide the LDKEY.  
But the LDKEY is not unique. Only the combination of LDKEY together 
with LDOWNERTABLE and LDOWNERCOL is unique. It is therefore 
unlikely, but possible, to have duplicate LDKEYS.  
Furthermore, it is possible to have more than one long description field for an 
application.  
You should always nominate the LDOWNERTABLE and the 
LDOWNERCOL and the LDKEY when selecting and printing a long 
description. 

 
Step Action 

 5 Use a wrap command to print the long description 40 characters 
wide and 3 lines deep. 
PRINT &ldtext (+2,{Col3})  wrap 40 3 

 6 Enhance the wrap command to strip out spaces and wrap on 
ASCCII character <10> (the carriage return) 
PRINT &ldtext (+2,{Col3})  wrap 40 3 
strip=<13> on = <10> 

 7 Use a smaller font for the long description text 
alter-printer font=4 point-size = 8 !Print 
small 
PRINT &ldtext (+2,{Col3})  wrap 40 3 
strip=<13> on=<10> 

 8 Test the report output. 
 

continued on next page 

©Work Technology Corporation 2003 SAMPLE – MAXIMO TRAINING MATERIAL   



SAMPLE TRAINING MATERIAL BY WORK TECHNOLOGY CORPORATION ___________________________________________5 

 SAMPLE – MAXIMO TRAINING MATERIAL ©Work Technology Corporation 2003 

Printing Long Descriptions continued 

 

More 
Enhancements 

 

Here is a way to dynamically calculate the number of lines to use!  
Take the total length of the long description text and divide it by the width 
you want to print, say 60 char wide. Add a couple of lines equal to the 
maximum width to catch the last line.  

 
BEGIN-SELECT 
ldtext 
    LET #ldlines = (length(&ldtext) / 60) +60 

 
Then, in the print statement, use #ldlines as the depth parameter: 

print &ldtext (+1,{Col3})  wrap 60 #ldlines strip=<13> on=<10> 
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